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From Revd Belinda Searle-Barnes 

The wonderment of Dahlias! 

Last weekend I visited Anglesey Abbey (now in the possession of the National Trust) just 
north of Cambridge with its beautiful grounds and was surprised to find that the following 
weekend the annual óDazzling Dahliasô event was to take place. The thought of this 
somewhat intrigued me as I have to admit I have never really taken much interest in dahlias, 
let alone thought a whole three week event could take place celebrating them! 

Now you might be thinking was I a bit miffed that I was there the weekend before the 
ñDazzling Dahliasô event was to take place?! However, as I prefer to see flowers actually 
growing in the ground I was not disappointed as it gave me the opportunity to see the óover 
70 varieties of dahliasô that are grown in the gardens of the Abbey before they were cut 
down and placed in all sorts of flower sculptures and arrangements or as the National Trust 
put it    

óThroughout the three week period, you'll be able to find impressive, creative and colourful 
pop-up displays across the gardens, House and Lode Mill.ô 

And Iôm sure many people will have enjoyed these creations. Well, the reason I am 
mentioning dahlias at all is because while walking in the Dahlia garden I was very surprised 
to see the wonderful intricacies of the different varietyôs flowers, and their shapes, patterns 
and vibrant colours. While they may not be to everyoneôs taste, very quickly I began to think 
what a miracle creation is and how the God who has inspired life into these creations (huge 
flowers on very long stalks almost defying gravity) not only has a fine eye for detail but a 
precision of balance and poise that is not only confident but has to emanate from a great 
lover of beauty and design. 

It is also worth noting that these bold flowers actually 
emerge from a most unpromising fibrous tuber that is far 
from being beautiful and quite frankly looks dead when put 
into the ground! This is surely hopeful for us on those days 
when we feel ódown in the dumpsô because this creator God 
who takes so much trouble over dahlias has the vision to see 
what we could become and can help mould us or a difficult 
situation into being something beautiful way beyond our 
imagining.  

Bearing this in mind, it is not surprising therefore that there 
are many verses relating to flowers in the Bible and perhaps 
the most famous of all can be found in Luke 12: containing 

the words of Jesus encouraging us and giving us a perspective that the wisdom and the 
creative power of God is where we should put our trusté..  

óAnd can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your life? If then you are not able to do 
so small a thing as that, why do you worry about the rest? Consider the lilies, how they 
grow: they neither toil nor spin; yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed 
like one of these. But if God so clothes the grasses of the field, which is alive today and 
tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much more will he clothe you---you of little faith.ô 

Loving creator God, we give you thanks for your attention to detail in the gifts of creation you 
freely give us to enjoy and share. Shake off from us any worries that we may have and 
breathe into us new shapes of design that we may reflect your glory of poise, balance and 
confidence as we put our trust and faith in you. Amen 

Belinda  
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October 2019  
Tue 1 3.00pm ñMissing You: Facing Grief Togetherò: Quiet Room 
Wed  2 10.30am Holy Communion: Holt Room 
   7.45pm Pilgrim Course: Upper Room   
Thu 3 10.30am House Group 
Fri 4 10.00am Coffee and Company: Foyer 
Sun 6 8.00am  Holy Communion followed by breakfast 
   10.00am Parish Eucharist  
   6.00pm Choral Evensong 
Mon  7 9.30am Noahôs Ark: Main Hall 
   7.45pm Book Circle 
Tue 8 10.30am Church Centre Management Committee: Dent Room 
Wed 9 10.30am Holy Communion: Holt Room 
   7.45pm Pilgrim Course: Upper Room 
Fri 11     12noon Meditation Group: Quiet Room 
Sat  12 7.30pm Concerts at St Andrewôs - Come and Sing: Church  
Sun  13 8.00am Holy Communion  
   10.00am Parish Eucharist with Holy Baptism of Dominic Sutcliffe 
   1.30pm Friends of St Andrewôs Tea Dance Class: Main Hall 
   4.00pm Newcomersô Tea: Holt Room 
   6.00pm Evening Service 
Mon 14 9.30am Noahôs Ark: Main Hall 
       12noon Deadline for items for the November issue of The Fisherman 
Tue 15 7.45pm Standing Committee: Consulting Room 
Wed  16    10.30am Holy Communion: Holt Room 
   7.45pm Pilgrim Course: Upper Room 
Thu 17 10.30am House Group 
Fri 18  Fairtrade Autumn Event: Church and Foyer 
Sat  19  Fairtrade Autumn Event: Church and Foyer 
Sun  20 8.00am Holy Communion  
   10.00am Parish Eucharist  
    Fairtrade Autumn Event: Church and Foyer 
   2.00pm Friends of St Andrewôs Tea Dance: Main Hall  
   6.00pm Evening Service 
Mon 21  Noahôs Ark Half Term (2 weeks - restarts 4 November) 
   2.30pm Mothersô Union: Holt Room 
Wed 23 10.30am Holy Communion: Holt Room 
   7.45pm Pilgrim Course: Upper Room 
Sat 26 7.00pm Film Night: Main Hall 
Sun  27 2.00am British Summer Time ends - Clocks go back 1 hour 
   8.00am Holy Communion  
   10.00am Parish Eucharist 
   3.00pm Service of Remembrance and Thanksgiving for the Departed 
    Followed by refreshments: Holt Room 
   6.00pm Evening Service 
Mon 28 7.30pm Pilgrim House Group 
Wed 30 10.30am Holy Communion: Holt Room 
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St Andrewôs Christmas Card 2019 

A reminder that your proposed designs for the 
churchôs 2019 Christmas card for the parish 
must be submitted to the Church Office by 
Sunday 6 October, please.  Full details can be 
found in the September issue of The Fisherman. 
We are looking forward to seeing your designs.  

Communications Group 

Pilgrim House Group 
 
Pilgrim House Group is currently 
discussing USPG course The Prophetic 
Voice of the Church. Stories from the 
Church of North and South India.   
Please let us know if you are interested 
in joining us for discussion and 
fellowship, why not try a single session? 
 
The group will meet on Monday 28 
October at 7.30pm.   

Christine Garrett 

 

 

 

Film Night 

The next Film Night is  
 Saturday 26 October at 7.00pm  

when we will be watching  

84 Charing Cross Road 

 

Names for food by 
the Wednesday prior 
to Film Night to 
Bedford 360583, 
please.   

Book Circle 

The next meeting 
of Book Circle is 
on Monday 7 
October, 7.45pm. 

 We will be discussing ñEducatedò 
by Tara Westover.  Do join us for 
an interesting evening.  

Brenda Mayoh 

Thank you  

My grateful thanks for all the 
cards, help, support and visits 
during the past month, it has 
been wonderful and helped my 
recovery. Special thanks to 
Sandy, our Parish Nurse, for all 
her loving care, I would not have 
managed without her.   

Mavis Wiltshire 

Donôt forget...  

Clocks will go back by one hour at 2.00am on Sunday 27 October.  

This also signals the move of the weekday Morning and Evening 
Prayer services from the Chapel into the Quiet Room until next 
Spring.  
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Readings for October 2019 

6 October  Trinity 16  Psalm 137.1-6 2 Timothy 1.1-14 Luke 17.5-10 

13 October  Trinty 17  Jeremiah  
29.1, 4-7 

2 Timothy 2.8-15 Luke 17.11-19 

20 October  Trinity 18  Jeremiah  
31.27-34 

2 Timothy  
3.14-4.5 

Luke 18.1-8 

27 October  The Last 
Sunday After 

Trinity 

Joel 2.23-32 2 Timothy  
4.6-8, 16-18 

Luke 18.9-14 

From the Registers  

Baptisms  

  1 September    Heidi Williams  

 

Funerals  
  In Church  

  3 September    Sheila Wood  
   
  At the Crematorium  

  11 September    Laurance Allen  
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Vicarôs Notices 

Prayer for Healing and Wholeness 
 
Our next service of prayers for healing 
will be at 6.00pm on Sunday 20 October 
in the chapel. This service is timed to be 
a few days after St Lukeôs Day, the 
beloved physician. 
 
Remembrance 
Sunday 
 
Remembrance Sunday 
this year falls on 10 
November. We shall 
be marking this at the 
10.00am Service in 
company with the St 
Andrewôs affiliated 
Scout and Guide 
groups.  
 
Christmas Shoebox Appeal 
 
Once again we shall be filling Christmas 
shoeboxes for Link to Hope. This 
Charity is driven by Christian principles 
and works in Moldova, Romania, 
Bulgaria and the Ukraine where they 
aim to combat poverty and give 
humanitarian aid especially to the most 
disadvantaged.  

 
There are two types of Shoebox that 
could be filled: The Family Shoebox 
Appeal and the Elderly Shoebox Appeal. 
All the details will be on the leaflet 
available in church (or from the Link to 
Hope Website) and we will be receiving 
them in church on Sunday 3 November 
(and from Noahôs Ark on the following 
day). 
 

All Saints and All Souls  
 
This year we shall be keeping All Saints 
Day on Sunday 3 November at our 
8.00am, 10.00am and 6.00pm Services.  
 
In addition to this, there will be a Service 
of Remembrance and Thanksgiving for 
Departed Loved Ones on Sunday 27 
October in the church at 3.00pm. At this 
service we will read the names of those 
whom we know to have died in the last 
year and hold them in prayer before 
God. Anyone who might find this short 
and reflective service helpful is most 
welcome to attend. The service will be 
followed by light refreshments in the 
Holt Room. 
 
A said celebration of Holy Communion 
with Commemoration of the Faithful 
Departed (All Souls) will also be held at 
10.00am on Saturday 2 November at 
which the names of any departed loved 
ones may be read out. Please put the 
name of those whom you would like to 
be remembered at this service on the 
list at the back of church or contact the 
Church Office with them.  
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I have been at St Andrewôs for 2 years 
after relocating to Bedford when I 
married my husband, Will Good.  As he 
had been a long-standing member of St 
Andrewôs, we continued to call this our 
church home. In my time here, I have 
volunteered with the youth programme 
by helping at the Chellington youth 
retreat and developing a youth group at 
St Andrewôs Church. I have also 
volunteered with the older teens with the 
Jump Higher group that meets during 
the church service time once a month. 

I have a background in youth work as a 
Youth Pastor when I lived in the States 
after I acquired my undergraduate 
degree in Psychology, Youth Ministry 
and Theology.  I then went on to obtain 
a Master of Divinity from Ashland 
Theological Seminary and an MPhil in 
Theology from Kings College London.  
At one time I believed that anything was 
possible and that I could become the 
next Indiana Jones, as I also achieved 
my Masters of Near Eastern 
Archaeology from Durham University.  
Sadly, I donôt look good in hats, hence 
my archaeology career never really took 
off. I still believe that anything is possible 
and love a good examine at ancient 
ruins every now and then. 

Prior to becoming the Church Centre 
Manager at St. Andrewôs Church, I was 
employed as a Help to Buy Assistant at 
BPHA.  I was employed there for a year 
and a half; I thoroughly enjoyed my time 
working with the public and my 
colleagues to ensure people were able 
to get onto the property ladder.   

I look forward to continuing to serve the 
community in this new role and St 
Andrewôs Church as a whole.   

Kelly Agler Good 

 

Introducing our new Church Centre Manager,  
Kelly Agler Good 

Our Mission and Outreach Partner for October is 

Companions Real Bread CIC 

ñWe're a growing community gathered around a 

commercial Real Bread bakery, supporting ex-offenders 
to resettle effectively into our local communities and not 
reoffend. In contrast to the industrial loaf, Real Bread is 
made slowly from just flour, water, salt and yeast, with no 
additives. Just as we believe that Real Bread fosters 
health and wellbeing, so we believe that honesty (with 
self as well as others) is the best way to move forwards 

towards a more positive and fulfilling life. We are based in the bakery behind The 
Gallery Cafe, 7 Howard Street, Bedford, MK40 3HS., where you can buy our bread, 
have a cuppa while you watch us make it through the window, and join in the 
occasional workshop.ò         Text from the Companions Real Bread website.  
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óBUT ITôS ONLY OCTOBERô I hear you 
say! Yes I know, but for those of you 
who wish to join in singing with the 
church choir for our annual Nine 
Lessons and Carols it is time to start 
ówarming upô!! Rehearsals will once 
again be on Friday evenings in church 
from 8.30pm - 9.30pm (following on from 
the weekly choir rehearsal). There will 
be 6 plus the afternoon on the day. They 
start on Friday 8 November every week 
except 29 November, which will be for 
the regular church choir for the Advent 
Service only. 

This year I am offering additional help 
for those who wish for it. On 15, 22 and 
29 November I propose to rehearse from 
7.30pm - 8.30pm in the Consulting 
Room with anyone who would like 
additional help learning the notes. This 
will be for the óextraô singers as the main 
choir will be having their own rehearsal 
until 8.30pm. 

So, if you wish to sing then please let 
Paul Searle-Barnes or Ian Smith know, 
or alternatively just turn up on one of the 
Fridays (but not 29 November unless 
you want extra help!) 

I shall also start recruiting my orchestra 
soon so if you would like to play please 
let me know. The  orchestra will be 
needed 7.00pm - 9.30pm on Friday 20 
December and 4.00pm on Sunday 22 
December. 

By the time you read this Christmas is 
only 8 weeks away! 

Ian Smith 

Nine Lessons and Carols 
Sunday 22 December 2019 

       

167 Castle Road, Bedford 

MK40 3RU  

Tel 01234 343353      

                                              

News from The Word Bookshop  

 

As you may know, we are retiring from 

the bookshop in February 2020 and have 

been looking for people to take the shop 

on. We have had some interest, but 

nothing definite to date.  

Please continue to pray that the shop can 

carry on. It may be that new owners will 

come from one place and a new manager 

from another, so if you think you could be 

part of that, please get in touch so that 

we can put people together.  

 

Martin & Joy Denny                                                                           

Email: joy@thewordbedford.co.uk  

mailto:joy@thewordbedford.co.uk
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CCMC Workday - A Poem 
 

One hot and sunny Wednesday 
A merry little band 
Of dedicated people 
Took many tasks in hand. 
 
From dusting in the church pews 
To washing coloured glass 
And climbing up the church tower 
To varnish a small house. 
 
Some others pottered outside 
Removing pesky weeds 
One cutting back the lavender 
And other pressing needs. 
 
The weather had been blustôry 
So others had the task 
Of re-erecting signage 
Which now we hope will last! 
 
So thanks to all the helpers 
Who willingly did toil 
To tidy up our church here 
For others to enjoy. 

 
                       Ian Smith  

 

 

It was ñall hands on deckò for the 
Church Centre Management 
Committee Workdayé and that 
included the ever-helpful Cuthbert 
the Church Mouse, who scaled the 
dizzy heights of the Church Tower 
to help paint the shed. Here he is, 
paintbrush in paw!  


